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Draws Amazing Talent
BY ROBIN TAYLOR

So you think you can sing… well now’s the time to prove it.  

Singers of all ages are welcome 
to compete in the 2015 Kean 
Quest Talent Search, a popular 

local singing competition in Gibsonia 
that has seen its share of amazing tal-
ent – including Pittsburgh’s very own 
Chris Jamison who wowed millions 
of viewers this fall with a third place 
finish on The Voice, and singing sensa-
tion Jackie Evancho, who went on to 
national acclaim in 2010 on America’s 
Got Talent.

Jamison and Evancho were both 
contestants in 2009 in what was Kean 
Idol and is now known as the Kean 
Quest Talent Search.  Evancho was nine 
at the time and was the first runner up.  
Jamison was in ninth grade and made 
it to the semi-finals.  Both credit the 
experience they got at the Kean Theatre 
as helping to pave the way toward their 
future success.

Now in its tenth year, Kean Quest 
has grown steadily in popularity with 

nearly 200 contestants in 2014 in both 
youth and adult competitions.  This 
year, the adults (19 and up) will vie for a 
$1,000 cash prize; while the youth (18 
and under) will compete for a recording 
session.  The event is for amateurs and 
is open to anyone who is not currently 
signed to a recording contract.

This year’s competition begins in 
January for the adults and February and 
March for children and teenagers, with 
the Youth Championship taking place 
Friday, April 10.  Contestants who score 
well in the preliminary rounds move on 
to the semi-finals and then the finals.  
They’re judged on three factors: talent, 
stage presence and presentation.  The 
audience also gets to vote and will 
select a winner from each round.

“Kean Quest is a fun, friendly 
competition and offers constructive 
criticism.  We know the contestants 
are amateurs who are learning how to 
perform and we want this to be a posi-

tive experience.  For many of them, 
this is the first time they will have ever 
performed before a live audience,” said 
Debbie Panei, executive director of St. 
Barnabas Charities.

In 2004, when Kean Quest got 
its start, American Idol was the most 
popular show on television, and the 
vocal competition was seen as a fun 
way to raise money for St. Barnabas 
Charities.  Unlike American Idol, there 
are no Simon Cowell’s on the judge’s 
panel, and the judge’s comments are 
not shared with the audience.

While Kean Quest can’t offer up 
huge celebrity coaches like The Voice, 
the judges do have musical or theater 
backgrounds and offer constructive 
criticism to help young contestants 
improve. 

Gabby Barrett, 14, the 2014 Kean 
Quest Champion, has sung the national 
anthem at Pittsburgh Steelers and 
Pirates games and has been invited 
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to sing at state fairs, Seven Springs, 
Kennywood and open before thousands 
of people at country music concerts.  
She is has her own songs on iTunes 
and Amazon and is currently working 
on her first album as she pursues her 
dream as a singer and performer.

The grand prize for the youth com-
petition includes a recording session 
at Audible Images, a Grammy award-
winning recording studio.  The winners 
will also get professional headshots that 
can be used by an agent for promo-
tions, if they plan to pursue a career in 
music or acting.

Every year, the Jackie Evancho 
Award is given to a contestant who has 
competed in Kean Quest for two or 
more years and doesn’t give up no mat-
ter where he or she places in the con-
test.  Jackie is usually on stage to per-
sonally present the award to the win-
ner.   Since her success on America’s 
Got Talent, she has issued 5 albums, 
including a platinum and a gold album.

While Kean Quest is a competition, 
it is first and foremost a charity fund-
raiser.  The money raised through ticket 
sales will benefit St. Barnabas Charities.  
Last year, the St. Barnabas Free Care 
Fund provided more than $6 million in 
free care to patients in need.

“The goal of the friendly competi-
tion is to find a fun way for kids and 
adults to get involved in this charity fun-
draiser,” said Panei.  

Contestants must sign up for one 
preliminary round of the competition and 
be prepared to compete in the semi-

finals if they are selected to move on.
To register, call 724-625-3770 or 

visit KeanQuest.com.  There is a $30 
registration fee to enter.  F
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Audience Choice Award winner Jake 
Pedersen

Jackie Evancho Award winner Maura Yates 
& Jackie Evancho

First Runner Up Courtney MacKay

2014 Kean Quest Champion Gabby Barrett

2015 Kean Quest Schedule

Adults
Preliminary Competition 
   January 23 or 30
Adult Championship   
   February 6

Youth 
Preliminary Competition 
   Feb. 15 or 22
   March 1, 8 or 15
Youth Semi-Finals
   March 22
Youth Championship
   April 10
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